
Row in g seem s to  invite  change and this  last  year  has  been no exception. 

M att  Ryan   High Performance Coach  Part  T ime   Olympic  Si lver  Medal ist  2 0 0 8  
J a m es Sm ith   Women’s  De velopment    Ful l  T ime    NSW Coach of  the  Year  2 0 1 5
   and Club Coach
Mic ha el  Po ulter  Men’s  De velopment  Coach Part  T ime   U23 World  Championsh i p s  2 0 1 3
B en  B oard  MUBC Academy Manager   Part  T ime   Youth Olympic  Gold Me d al i st  (U K)

J ohn  Michelmo re,  Nick  Stephenson and David  England generously  f i l l  var ious  coaching ro l e s  i n  an 
ho n o urar y  capacity.

D a n  Wal lace   Operat ions  Manger    Ful l  T ime
Virg in ia  Lee  Administrat ive  A ssistant   Part  T ime
Fa it h  A nderson  F inance Off icer    Part  T ime

Fut ure  edit io ns  o f  the  Ne wsletter  wi l l  feature  inter vie ws with  these important  c lub of f i c i a l s .

Welcome to  th e May 2019 Is s u e of 
the MUB C Newsletter.  Q u ite  a  lot  has  
happened si n ce o ur  last  N ews letter,  so 
this  is  a  bump er edit ion.  It  is  t he C lu b’s 
plan  to  be a b l e  i n  t he fu t u re to  u pdate 
you  on th e va ri ou s  doings  at  MU B C 
on an  a p p rox i mately  qu arterly  bas is.

New Coaching and Admin Staff

EWSLETTERN MUBC

President   Christian Ryan
Vice President  Minnie  Cade
Treasurer   Chris  Hargreaves
Secretar y  Greg Longden
Captain  Gar y Butcher
Vice Captain  Sarah Ben-David
Ordinar y member Sandy Marshall
Ordinar y Member Edward Walmsley
Ordinar y Member Mil la  Marston

MUBC Committee 
Elected October 2018
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201 9 V icto r ian State 
Cha mpio nships

Gold in  the U21 Wom en’s  Pa i r  Crew :  Elea n o r 
Price  and Brigid Mc Kea gn ey -D o ugla s. 
2019 Victorian State Cha m p i o n sh i ps

MUBC saw great  success  at  the  201 9  Row-
ing Victor ia  State  Championship s  whi c h 
took place on the f i rst  weekend of  Marc h at 
Nagambie.  Beginning with  the smal l  boats 
races  ear ly  in  the  day,  our  f i rst  succe ss  was 
seen with  a  win  over  Mercanti le  in  a  c l o se 
race for  the  U23 Men’s  pair,  which co nsi st-
ed of  Joe O’Connel l  and Edward  Wal ms -
le y.  The dominance continued for  U ni  i n 
the  men’s  U21 pair,  with  MUBC taki ng the 
f i rst  four  places  in  the  A  f inal ,  incl ud i ng a 
win  for  the  pair  of  Harr y  Fox  and Harr i so n 
Mi l ler.  A  sol id  performance from t he  mal e 
pairs  was  backed up by  a  win  in  the  o p e n 
women’s  pair  for  Georgina Howe a nd  El i se 
Franet ic ,  as  wel l  as  wins  in  the  U23  pai r  fo r 
Mi la  Marston and Georgia  Lenton-Wi l l i ams 
and U21 pair  for  E leanor  Pr ice  and  Br i g i d 
McKeagne y-Douglas.  Jono Hookway to o k 
out  s i lver  in  the  open men’s  sc ul l .  The 
dominance over  the  smal l  boat  ra ce s  co n-
t inued for  Uni  as  Kather ine Miche l mo re 
took out  f i rst  place in  the  Open Wo me n’s 
s ingle  scul l  and Charlotte  Wirtz  bro ught 
home gold  in  the  U23 div is ion.  The  p ro m-
ise  of  MUBC’s  junior  academy was al so  d i s -
played with  Ol iver  Mi l ler  br inging ho me 
s i lver  in  the  Male  School  S ingl e  Sc ul l . 

A s  the  day progressed to  large r  boats, 
MUBC continued to  prove i ts  dom i nance , 
winning the Male  U21 coxed four,  the  Fe -
male  U21 coxed four  as  wel l  as  the  Fe -
male  open four.  In  the  blue -r ibbon Me n’s 
and Women’s  8s ,  there  was  no s l owi ng 
MUBC’s  rol l ,  with  the c lub winni ng the 
Female  Open 8+,  Male  Open 8+  a nd  Mal e 
U21 8+,  with  the U21 female  8+  br i ngi ng 
home s i lver  in  a  t ight  race  with  Me rcanti l e .

MUBC’s  f ine  form continued on t he  Sun-
day,  as  the  grade races  commenced .  MU BC 
took second and third  in  the  Female  A  pai r, 
as  wel l  as  s i lver  in  the  Male  A  pair.  Furthe r 
performances  f rom our  Male  D Gra d e  d o u-
ble -scul l ,  Female  A  grade four  and  Fe mal e 
A  grade 8  amongst  others ,  ensured  MU BC’s 
medal  ta l ly  cont inued to  r ise,  ensur i ng 
the c lub f in ished atop the med al  tabl e 
with  a  total  medal  ta l ly  of  26.75,  0 .5  ahead 
of  Banks  and 8.875 ahead of  Me rcanti l e . 

Congratulat ions  to  a l l  f rom MU BC who 
raced and helped to  ensure  the c l ub was 
proudly  represented over  the  we e ke nd .

Gold in  the U21 Men’s  Ei gh t 
Crew:  Tom Page,  Joe O’ Co n n ell ,  H a rr y  Fox , 
Harrison Mil ler,  Nick D o ugh ty,  Ma x Co o p er, 
Max Fisher,  Rob Cord en -McKi n ley,  Ro h a n 
Laver y.
2019 Victorian State Ch a m p i o n shi ps

Go ld  i n  th e Op en 
Wo m en’s  8 +  ( fo r 
the f i rst  t i m e i n 
10  yea rs! )  Crew : 
S o p h i e  Wa lm sley, 
Ro m y  Kep p el, 
Geo rgi e  H owe, 
El i se  Fra n eti c, 
Cha rlotte  Wi rtz, 
Geo rgi a  Len to n -
Wi l l i a m s,  Mi l la 
Ma rsto n ,  Kati e 
Mi chelm o re, 
S a ra h Ben - 
D a vi d .
2 0 1 9  V i cto ri a n 
State 
Cha m p i o n sh i ps
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Throughout  the  f inal  week of  Marc h,  f i f-
ty- f ive  athletes  f rom MUBC to o k part 
in  the  Sydne y Internat ional  Row i ng Re -
gatta,  which is  perhaps better  known as 
the  Austral ian Nat ional  Champi o nshi p s.

Our  group of  rowers  was  the largest  f ro m any 
c lub in  Austral ia ,  made up of  a  m i xture  o f 
junior  academy,  de velopment ,  e l i te 
and c lub athletes  and som e  mas -
ters  rowing in  open com p eti t i o n.
 
Whene ver  possible,  MUBC membe rs  race d 
with  other  MUBC members.  This  was  a  co m-
mendable  demonstrat ion of  unite d  c l ub 
spir i t ,  part icular ly  when so much o f  the 
competit ion at  Nat ionals  tends to  be  d o mi -
nated by  hand-picked composite  c re ws. 

The e ights  races  in  the  f inal  three  d ays  o f 
the  regatta  are  a  f i tt ing  example  of  thi s  c l ub 
pr ide.  The Under  23  Men’s  E ight  (wit h  a  gue st 
appearance f rom UTS rower  Nick  Lave r y)  wo n 
in  an impressive  t ime of  5 :39.18,  whi l e  anoth-
er  ent irely  MUBC eight  came se venth i n  the 
same race.  The Under  23  Women’s  E i ght  p ut 
in  a  brave ef fort ,  only  to  lose  a  med al  p o si -
t ion by  0 .2  of  a  second  .  There  was  l e ss  than 
a  second between second,  third  and  fo urth.

The Open Women’s  E ight  came seco nd  to  a 
Nat ional  Training Centre  composi te  c re w 
in  a  t ime of  7 :21.16.  Coxswain Sarah Be n-
David  said  that  “ We always  love rac i ng as 
a  ful l  MUBC cre w,  e ven when the othe r  e n-
tr ies  are  composites  -  I  guess  that ’s  what 
the y  have to  do i f  the y  want  to  beat  us.” 

There  were  other  excel lent  perform ance s  i n 
other  cre w boats  and smal l  boats  in  the  i n i -
t ia l  days  of  the  regatta,  including  wi ns  i n 
the  Open Men’s  pair,  U23 Men’s  and Wo me n’s 
Pairs .  MUBC was the leading Victor ian c l ub o n 
the Total  Medal  ta l ly  at  the  end of  the  we e k 
and third  overal l .  Whi le  the  results  re f l e ct  o ur 
high le vel  of  performance as  a  c lub,  the y  d o n’t 
express  the  smal ler,  indiv idual  exp e r i e nce s 
that  part ic ipants  take away from N ati o nal s .

20 1 9 
N at i o nal s 
C a mpaign

The Open Men’s Pair of Simon Keenan and Joshua Booth 
Nationals 2019

The Open Women’s Four of Georgie Howe, Katie Michelmore, 
Elise Franetic and Lucy Stephan
Nationals 2019 Open Men's Quad of Josh Booth, Simon Keenan, Karsten Forster-

ling, Jono Hookway – Silver (the only “club” crew)
Nationals 2019
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On  Fr ida y 30t h August,  the Club is  hosting a  dinner  at  the splendid Plaza Ballroom und er  the 
Regen t  Theat re  at  the corner  of  Coll ins  and Swanston Streets  celebrating:

 The  160th a nniversar y of  the founding of  MUBC which 
 o ccurre d on 3rd September 1859.

 The 100th a nniversar y of  the Peace Regatta won by the No.  1  AIF  crew stroked by D r.    
 Cl ive Dishe r,  former Captain.  Coach,  President  and Patron of  MUBC  on 5th July  1 9 1 9 .

 The 50t h a nniversar y of  the founding of  MULRC with rowing commencing in  196 8  an d 
 aff i l iation with MU Sports  Union in  1970.

 The 20t h a nniversar y of  the merging of  the men’s  and women’s  rowing clubs und er  the  
 n ame  of  M e lbourne University  Boat  Club on 4th July  1999.

Save  the d ate a nd  start  organizing reunion tables. 

Formal  invitat ions wil l  be sent  out  in  due course.

MUBC Celebrates Four Milestones

Marc h 8 th  to  15th saw MUBC’s  current  top rowers  competing for  select ion in  the  2019 Austral -
ian Row ing team .  The c lub had 9  senior  athletes  at  the  tr ia ls ,  including two t ime Olympia ns  Jo sh 
Boot h a nd Karsten Foster l ing,  Rio  Olympian Luc y Stephan and recent  Austral ian senior  re p re -
sen tat ives  Simo n Keenan and Al ice  Arch along with  Kat ie  Michelmore,  Georgina Howe and  two 
coxswa ins,  Sarah Ben-David  and Lachlan Gol ler.  This  has  been our  largest  c lub representat i o n at 
sen ior  t ra i ls  in  some years . 

Fol low ing 7  days  o f  racing we have 5  MUBC athletes  named to  represent  Austral ia  at  Worl d  Cup s 
2  a n d  3 .  Jo sh Bo oth and Simon Keenan in  the  men’s  sweep squad,  Luc y  Stephan in  the  wo man’s 
swe ep  squad,  Karsten Forster l ing  as  men’s  scul l ing  reser ve  and Al ice  Arch in  the  l ightweight  d o u-
ble  sc ul l .  Jo sh,  S im on and Luc y had al l  been members  of  the  ne wly  created Nat ional  Trai ni ng Ce n-
tres  ba sed in  Canberra  and Penrith  for  the  Men and Women respect ively.  Karsten and Al ice  trai ne d 
loca l ly  to  prepare  for  the  tr ia ls  under  the  guidance of  MUBC club coaches  Matt  Ryan and Davi d 
Eng la n d  and the rest  of  the  c lub squads. 

Th e t wo W orld  Cups this  year  in  Poznan (June 21st)  and Rotterdam (July  12th)  wi l l  provide  rac-
ing  ex p er ience fo r  our  cre ws ahead of  the  World  Championships  in  L inz  f rom the 25th August .  Thi s 
year ’s  W orld  Cham pionships  also  doubles  as  the  Olympic  Qual i f icat ion regatta  for  the  20 2 0  To kyo 
Oly mp ic s  and so  is  a  v i tal  year  for  our  Austral ian Team members.  Conf irmation of  World  Champ i -
onship s  team m embers  wi l l  occur  based on performances  at  the  World  Cups.  We look for ward  to 
fol l ow in g our  MUBC Austral ian representat ives  as  the y  progress  through their  internat ional  p re pa-
rat ion  a nd racing.

To fo l low the racing at  the  World  Cup and World  Championship  regattas  go to 
htt p: //www.worldrowing.com  on  the dates  above. 

Australian Rowing Team Trials 2019

http://www.worldrowing.com
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On Sunday 27th May 2018 the Club held  a  lunch for  those that  rowed at  MUBC 4 0 
years  ago and more.

86  form er  “greats”  enjoyed an excel lent  lunch with  Wi l l  Beedham as  guest  speake r 
explaining the MUBC junior  program init iated to  reach non rowing schools .

Two  ne w honour  boards  recogniz ing f inancial  supporters  for  the  MUBC Future  Fund 
were  o n v ie w for  the  f i rst  t ime (Art ic le  e lse where in  this  issue on these boards) .

Mem bers  of  the  1958 and 1968 men’s  Inter vars ity  E ights  and 1978 men’s  and wo m-
en’s  I nter vars ity  E ights ,  Fours  and Pairs  attended as  did  members  of  the  1978 Aus -
tral ian L ightweight  Championship  Eight .  There  were  many other  cre ws represente d .

In  1953 tr ia l  races  were  held  to  determine the cre w that  would represent  Austral i a  i n 
the  E mpire  Games,  now cal led the Commonwealth  games.  Three cre ws were  invite d 
to  part ic ipate.  A  NSW representat ive  cre w,  a  V ictor ian representat ive  cre w conta i n-
ing 3  MUBC members  and the reser ve  plus,  extraordinar i ly,  a  complete  MUBC cl ub 
cre w.  MUBC members  f rom both of  these cre ws were  at  the  lunch.  Sadly  the  NSW 
cre w went  on to  win  the tr ia ls .

T he 1968 Monash Inter vars ity  e ight  was  also  ver y  warmly  welcomed.

A s  the saying goes,  a  great  day  was had by  al l .

“ Rem em b er w hen  we wo n 
ever y  ra ce i n  th e sea so n . . .”

MUBC Lunch 
40 years ago 
and more
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Honour  
Boards

Har vey Nicholson 
Memorial  Honour Board

C lubs such as  MUBC owe a  great  debt  to  members  who have worked t i re lessly  ove r 
m a ny decades  for  the  benef i t  of  the  c lub.   These members  have f rom t ime to  t ime bee n 
n ominated and elected to  Honorar y  L i fe  Memberships  not  to  be  confused with  L i fe 
Membership  ‘purchased’  dur ing the 1950’s  to  70’s  at  a  t ime when rowing ceased so o n 
a fter  graduation and masters  rowing did  not  exist .

In  2017 the MUBC Committee  with  support  of  the  Future  Fund created the Honorar y 
L i fe  Members  Board and ut i l is ing  ear ly  committee  minutes  were  able  to  create  the l i st-
in g.  An interest ing fact  ‘ rediscovered’  is  that  though MUBC’s  ear ly  histor y  is  a l l  mal e , 
in  1908 Mrs  I  Ross -Soden was elected an Honorar y  L i fe  Member.  Mrs  Ross -Soden had  a 
n umber  o f  sons  row at  MUBC and donated substant ial  funds towards  the construct i o n 
o f  the  boatshed.

T hough the awarding of  honorar y  l i fe  memberships  had fal len away,  the  committee  has 
n ow determined that  nominat ions  and elect ions  for  those special  supporters  should  re -
co mmence.  I n  2017 MUBC members  e lected Peter  ‘Harr y’  McKeon and Barbara  Gr i f f i ths 
to  H ono rar y  L i fe  Membership.

M UBC has  for  the  past  30  years  g iven pr ide 
of  place to  the  Har ve y Nicholson Memo -
r ia l  H ono ur  Board for  MUBC members 
rep resenting Austral ia  at  the  el i te  le vel 
in c luding Senior  World  Championships 
a n d Olympic  Games.  The honour  board 
wa s  do nated by  MUBC elder  Col in  Smith.

Ha r ve y N icho lson,  whi le  not  a  promi-
n ent  rower,  was  an athlete  who showed 
keen interest  in  MUBC and ult imately  be -
ca m e a  successful  coach and long term 
P res ident .  W ithin  MUBC and Victor ia  Har-
ve y  always  championed el i te  rowing.

Ma ny great  MUBC names are  l isted on the 
board.  T he f i rst  is  Cl ive  Disher  in  the  1919 
Henle y  Peace Regatta.  Recent  ret i red Pres -
id ent  Peter  Antonie  is  l isted 19  t imes.   The 
o r ig inal  board reached capacity  in  2011.

In  2014 Col in  Smith  again  generously 
f un ded the construct ion of  a  ne w board. 
A  recent  m ajor  inclusion is  Kim Crow, 
MUBC’s  f i rst  Olympic  scul l ing  champion.

MUBC C oaches Honour Boa rd
A ne w H ono ur  Board has  been erected commemorat ing MUBC coaches  who have bee n 
a warded nat ional  representat ive  cre w coaching roles.  This  board has  been place d 
beside the el i te  athletes  board.  The f i rst  MUBC coach l isted is  Harr y  Ross -Soden w ho 
coached at  the  Henle y  Peace Regatta.  Other  notable  representat ives  include the late 
Peter  Phi lp  and Br ian Dalton,  who both coached World  Championship  gold  medal  cre ws.

MUBC Honorar y Life  Mem b ers  Boa rd



Australian Masters Rowing Championships 
Lake Barrington, Tasmania, 10-13 May 2018

Two n e w hono ur  boards  have been instal led in  the  “Blue”  or 
fun ct ion  room at  MUBC.

One boa rd recognises  those who have already made s igni f i -
can t  d o natio ns  and pledges  to  the  Melbourne Univers ity 
Sports  Fo undatio n Rowing Chapter  (known informal ly  as  the 
MUB C  Future  Fund).  S ince sett ing  up the MUBC Future  Fund 
in  2 0 1 4  just  shy  o f  $2.5  mi l l ion has  been pl edged in  support 
of  M UB C  programs,  equipment  and student  scholarships. 
Th a n ks  to  the  generosity  of  our  donors  the  Fund is  wel l  on 
i ts  wa y towards  the goal  of  having a  capital  sum in  excess  of 
$5M ,  t he  earnings  on which,  after  inf lat ion,  i t  is  hoped wi l l 
sup p o rt  many init iat ives  of  the  Club for  generat ions  to  come.

Th e second board celebrates  the  members  of  the  “1859 Club” 
w ho  ha ve  left  a  bequest  in  their  wi l l  to  the  Melbourne Uni-
vers i t y  Spo rts  Fo undation Rowing Chapter.   Again  the Club 
dee p ly  appreciates  these generous  benefactors  who wish 
man y ot hers  to  exper ience the exhi larat ion of  rowing and the 
l i fe lo n g  fr iendships  forged at  MUBC.

We  hop e that  over  the  next  year  or  two many other  Club sup -
porters  wi l l  fo l low the lead of  those who have already donat-
ed a n d /or  left  a  bequest  to  help  us  achie ve that  $5M target 
and  so  t h at  we can add their  names to  these honour  boards.

New Honour Boards Celebrate Giving

Th is  regatta  proved to  be MUBC’s  most  successful  Austral ian Masters  Rowing Regatta  e ver,  wi nni ng 
the overal l  po int  score  for  the  most  successful  masters  c lub in  Austral ia .  Masters  Regatta  e ve nts 
are  d iv ided into  age groups.  For  example,  D  is  for  a  minimum average cre w age of  50  and  H i s  7 0 .

Amo n g  the mo re notable  results  for  the  women’s  c lub cre ws were  v ictor ies  by  the E  e igh t  i n  the 
Cha mp ion Club eight  e vent ,  and by  the E  and F  quads and the D double.  In  addit ion,  com p o si te 
wo m en’s  cre ws containing MUBC members  won gold  in  the  E8,  F8  and the D quad.  The outstand -
ing  in d iv idual  performance by  a  woman was Bea Klein-van Mul lekom who won gold  in  the  D s i ngl e , 
s i lver  in  the  prest ig ious  Champion of  Champions Single  e vent  and gold  in  the  v ictor ious  V i cto r i an 
wo m en’s  Interstate  Quad. 

Th e m en’s  c lub cre ws dominated in  the  e ights  with  the F,  G  and H eights  a l l  winning gold  i n  the i r 
age g roups,  as  wel l  as  MUBC composite  e ights  winning the A,  B  and E  e ights  and the H ei ght  wi n-
nin g  s i lver  in  the  Champion Club eight  e vent .  H  Div is ion cre w members  were  part icular ly  p l ease d 
to  d efeat  long-t im e r ivals  f rom Mosman,  Toowong and Banks  Rowing Clubs.

Nota ble  indiv idual  performances  by  the men included Geoff  Rees  and Field  Rickards  winni ng the 
G  pa ir  (co nt inuing their  winning streak over  the  years  in  e ver y  age div is ion f rom C onward s  i n  the 
pairs  e vent) ,  and Paul  Ferguson and Greg Longden winning gold  in  four  di f ferent  age div i s i o ns  at 
the  o n e regatta  –  in  the  E,  F,  G  and H eights!

Th ere  were  also  numerous bronze and s i lver  results  for  both men and women MUBC membe rs. 

I t  wa s  pleasing to  see  that  MUBC men and women combined for  a  gold  medal  in  the  E  mi xe d 
eig hts .  The women’s  E  e ight  and the men’s  H e ight  held  some training sessions  together  i n  the 
lead  up  to  the  regatta,  and this  proved to  be mutual ly  benef ic ia l .

F in a l ly,  a  wo rd o f  s incere  thanks  to  the  c lub’s  main coxes  at  this  regatta,  David  England and  Je nny 
Scott ,  who  both shouldered a  heavy,  but  ver y  successful  workload,  and to  Greg Longden as  l oad 
master  and dr iver  for  the  c lub’s  t ra i ler.



Simon Turne r  murde rs  a  bottle  of  bubbly

John Hal l  began at  the  Univers i ty  of  Melbourne in  1 9 5 2 .  
Having rowed at  h igh school ,  John was immediate l y  i d e n-
t i f ied as  a  championship  cal ibre  oarsman and too k the 
se ven seat  in  the  Melbourne Univers ity  Boat  Club se ni o r 
men’s  heavyweight  e ights  in  the  1951-1952 and 19 5 2 -1 9 5 3 
c lub seasons and also  in  the  v ictor ious  MUBC men’s  heav-
yweight  e ights  at  the  1952 and 1953 Inter vars ity  regattas.  
John’s  status  as  an el i te  oarsman was conf irmed whe n he 
was selected,  aged 19,  for  the  successful  1953 Victo r i an 
King’s  Cup cre w. 

Unfortunately  for  John,  f inancial  considerat ions  cause d 
him to  cease competit ive  rowing in  late  1953.    Jo hn sat 
on the r iver  bank and cheered whi le  his  MUBC and  V i cto -
r ian rowing comrades  went  on to  Inter vars ity  succe sse s  i n 
1954,  1955 and 1956,  King’s  Cup v ictor ies  in  1954 and  1 9 5 6 
and an Olympic  medal  in  1956 in  Bal larat .  John vowe d 
that  when his  chi ldren went  to  Univers i ty,  he  wou l d  sup -
port  them to  study and row for  as  long as  the y  ch o se .

The John Hall Rowing Scholarship

S im o n  Tu rner  and his  wife  Ann have generously  donated 
an Em pacher  E ight  with  a  set  of  oars  to  MUBC.  The Ann 
Turn er  was  chr istened on Saturday 7  October  2018 named 
after  both Sim on’s  wife  and his  mother.  After  coxing the 
Ext ra  C o l legiate  cre w in  1968 to  a  win  over  Monash Uni-
vers i t y  in  the  Cl ive  Disher  Cup and then another  win  over 
O rm o n d  Col lege in  the  John Lang Cup,  he  was  selected to 
steer  t he  Melbo urne Univers ity  e ight  in  the  Inter vars ity 
Regatta  to  be  held  that  year  on a  two mile  course  on the 
Cann in g  River  in  Perth.  In  a  t ight  f in ish,  rat ing  44,  MUBC 
beat  t he  “ unbackable  favourites”  Adelaide Univers ity  in 
what  wa s  the last  I nter vasity  rowed before  the adoption 
of  t he  standard 2000m races.

S im o n  coxed m any other  cre ws over  the  next  fe w years .
S im o n  started scul l ing  over  the  1968 winter,  winning a 
h eat  in  t he  H erald  Shield  and winning the Wal  Dennis  Cup 
in  1 9 6 9 .  H e is  st i l l  a  ver y  keen scul ler,  doing lengthy rows 
on a  la ke  abo ut  an hour  away from where  he now l ives 
in  Fort  Col l ins ,  Colorado.  A  year  after  complet ing his  Vet 
S c ien ce degree in  1972 Simon headed of f  to  the  US to  un-
derta ke further  studies,  f i rst  at  Ohio  State  (where  he met 
h is  w ife  A nn)  and then at  Colorado State. 

Simon and Ann Turner donate an Empacher Eight and oars

J ohn Hall  in  the 7  seat  of  th e Wi n n i n g 
1 952 Inter varsity  Crew  ( Murra y  Bri d ge) 
in  training on the Yarra

To this  end,  h is  e ldest  son Tony jo ined the c lub for  the  1977-1978 season and started at  the  U ni -
vers i t y  o f  Melbo urne in  1978.   John’s  second son Richard started at  MUBC in  the  1979-198 0  seaso n 
and  at  t he  Univers i ty  in  1980 and daughter  Kate  started rowing for  MUBC in  the  1981-1982 seaso n. 
Al l  t hree of  John’s  chi ldren rowed successful ly  for  V ictor ia ,  and Kate  took a  bronze medal  fo r  Aus -
tral i a  at  the  1986 Edinburgh Commonwealth  Games. 

So i t  i s  in  honour a nd memor y of  John Hall  that  his  son Richard created the John Hall  Rowin g 
Scho l arship,  in  t he  hope that  these funds may help keep young,  talented rowers  in  the MUBC 
boats  w here  t hey belong.

He ha s  had an o utstanding academic  caree r  becoming a  ful l  Professor  in  1986 and being award e d 
the L i fet im e Excel lence in  Research Award by  the American Veter inar y  Medical  A ssociat ion.  Not-
w it hsta nding that  he  has  l ived in  the  US for  the  past  45  years  or  so,  S imon has  maintaine d  an ex-
trem ely  stro ng co nnect ion with  MUBC and his  strong love of  the  Club and rowing shines  thro ugh 
in  e ver ything that  he  does.  This  has  been highl ighted by  this  recent  substant ial  donation.



9 \ MAY 2019

A ust ral ian Selections and 
Results  2 0 1 8

Lucy Stephan  ( r i gh t)  S i lver  W4 
2018 World Cha m p i o n sh i ps

Five  MUBC athletes  were  selecte d  i nto 
the Austral ian Senior  Rowing Team i n 
the  2018 season.  Josh Booth and Si mo n 
Keenan in  the  Men’s  E ight ,  Luc y  Ste p han 
in  the  Women’s  Four,  A l ice  Arch i n  the 
L ightweight  Women’s  S ingle,  and  Ka-
t ie  Michelmore as  the  travel l ing  re se r ve .
 
Luc y’s  four  took gold  at  both Worl d  Cup  2 
and 3,  but  a  last  minute  cre w cha nge  d ue 
to  in jur y  before  the World  Champi o nshi p s 
left  them with  some catching up to  d o. 
Despite  this  set  back the cre w wo n a  Si l -
ver  Medal  ahead of  a  fast  f in ishing R ussi a 
with  the USA taking gold.  Post-race ,  Luc y 
Stephan said,  “ I t  was  a  tough race .  Thi s  i s 
only  the  second year  of  the  Olympi ad  and , 
ult imately,  we’re  bui lding towards  To kyo.”
 
The Men’s  E ight ,  with  Josh Booth and  Si -
mon Keenan,  had a  nai l -bit ing  f i n i sh  to 
their  race,  with  the cre w staving o f f  an  at-
tack f rom a  fast  paced Br i t ish  cre w  to  snap 
up a  s i lver  medal  behind Germa ny who 
cla imed gold.  The Austral ians  crosse d  the 
l ine  in  a  t ime of  5  minutes  26.11  se co nd s, 
just  0 .03  of  a  second ahead of  Great  Br i ta i n. 
 
A l ice  Arch had a  good start  to  h e r  2 0 1 8 
World  Rowing Championships,  wi th  the 
L ightweight  Women’s  S ingle  scul l e r  f i n-
ishing second in  her  heat  and bo o ki ng 
a  place in  the  semi-f inals .   A l ice  had  a 
strong race in  the  B  F inal  to  f in i sh  5 th, 
capping of f  her  f i rst  season in  the  s i ngl e .
 
MUBC also  had strong underage Austral i an 
representat ion in  2018,  with  5  MUBC wo m-
en selected for  underage teams.  Co ngrat-
ulat ions  to  Charlotte  Wirtz  and Pho e be 
Georgakas,  who raced on the U21 Austral -
ian team in  the  Trans -Tasman regatta.  And 
also  to  El ise  Franet ic ,  Sarah Be n-Davi d 
and Luc y Pearce  (US -based)  who race d  at 
U23 World  Championships  in  Poznan.  Thi s 
was  Luc y  and Charlotte’s  f i rst  t im e  wear-
ing  the green and gold,  whi le  Phoe be  was 
representing Austral ia  for  the  2nd  t i me , 
and El ise  and Sarah for  the  third  t i me . 

Josh Booth and Si m o n  Keen a n  S i lver  M8+
2018 Worl d  Cha m p i o n sh i ps
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Edward Walmsley,  James H eath ,  Ro b ert  Co rd en -
McKinley,  Christopher  H a rgrea ves,  Fergus El l i s, 
Maxwell  Fisher,  Thom a s Pa ge,  Ca rl  D o ed en s.  Cox: 
Sarah Ben-David,  Coa ch :  Mi cha el  Po ulter  ( S i lver).

UniSport  Nationals  201 8

Charlotte  Wirtz,  Mil la  Ma rsto n ,  Kate D ugga n , 
Jacqui  Hart,  Phoebe Geo rga ka s,  Geo rgi a  Len to n-
Wil l iams.

UniSport  Nationals  20 1 8

In  September  of  2018,  the  Univers i ty  o f  Me l -
bourne part ic ipated at  the  inaugural  U ni Sp o rt 
Austral ia  Div is ion 1  Rowing Regatta  at  Wyara-
long Dam in  central  Queensland.  Old e r  MU BC 
members  wi l l  wonder  at  the  name c hange .

Whi le  the  inter  univers i ty  competit io ns  we re 
known for  over  a  centur y  as  “ Inter vars i ty”  o r  I / V, 
i t  was  changed to  the “Univers ity  Gam e s”  so me 
years  ago.  We are  now blest  with  the t i t l e  U ni S -
port  Austral ia  Nat ionals .  And whi le  the re  i s  no 
Div  2  in  rowing,  there  is ,  apparently,  a  Div  1 .  Hap -
pi ly  the  actual  competit ion is  as  ser iou s  as  e ve r. 

The 25  athlete  team set  expectat ions  hi gh o n 
the f i rst  day  of  racing with  al l  but  2  c re ws d i -
rect ly  achie ving A  f inals  berths  strai ght  f ro m 
the heat  stage.  Under  the  admini strat i o ns 
of  coach James Smith,  the  team comme nce d 
their  medal  winning ways  with  bronze  and  s i l -
ver  medals  in  the  f i rst  two f inals  conte ste d  at 
the  regatta:  the  mixed four  and mi xe d  e i ght 
respect ively.  Buoyed by  these strong p e rfo r-
mances,  and fuel led by  a  nutr i t ious  team d i n-
ner  on the Thursday night ,  Melbourne  U ni ve rs i -
ty  was  pr imed for  a  successful  f inals  campai gn.

The Women’s  Pair  charged home to  a  s i l ve r  me d -
al ,  s ignal l ing  the start  of  a  ver y  successf ul  d ay 
for  the  Melbourne Univers ity  women’s  c re ws. 
Bronze was the next  medal  colour  a  fe w mi nute s 
later,  for  the  Men’s  Coxed Four.   Wins  in  the  Wo m-
en’s  Double  Scul ls  and Women’s  E ight  ke pt  the 
medal  ta l ly  t icking upwards.  With  a  throwbac k 
to  the  2018 Henle y  Royal  Regatta,  the  seaso ne d 
combinat ion of  Tom Page and Jam e s Heath 
snagged a  bronze medal  behind stro ng Syd -
ne y Univers ity  and UTS cre ws in  the  M e n’s  Pai r.  

The next  gold  medal  for  Melbourne U ni ve rs i -
ty  came in  the  c losest  race  of  the  regatta:  the 
Women’s  Four.   E leanor  Pr ice,  Kate  Duggan, 
Br ig id  McKeagne y-Douglas,  Jacqui  Hart  and 
super  coxswain Phoebe Georgakas  kept  o ut  the 
Gr i f f i th  Univers i ty  cre w featur ing Unive rs i ty  o f 
Melbourne alumnus and former  Club Captai n 
Hedda Cooper,  to  win  by  less  than a  canvas.  F i -
nal ly,  the Men’s  Eight ,  in  an attempt to  fol low the 
performances  of  their  female  counter parts  ear-
l ier  in  the  day,  rounded the day of f  wit h  a  s i l ve r 
medal  behind a  quick  Sydne y Univers i ty  c re w.

2018 Un i S port  A u st ral ia 
Nation a ls  Di v  1  Rowing Regatta
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MU B C  Mem bers  Honoured

MU BC  wins  three awards at  Rowing Victoria  Awards ceremon y 

On Sunday 12th August,  
Rowing Victoria  hosted the 2018 An-
nual  Awards.  MUBC won:
 
 Senior Premiership for Open, U23,   
 U21,  U19 & U17 events
  
 Bea Klein-van Mullekon was   
 awarded Best Rower runner-up for  
 Masters  Women
  
 David Yates  was awarded 
 Outstanding Achievement Award  
 in  Victorian Rowing

Greg Longden,  Bea Klei n -va n  Mulleko n  a n d 
David Yates  accepting the a wa rd s.

D a vid  has  been a  successful  coach at  c lub, 
state  and internat ional  le vels .  He was one of 
t he  f i rst  Austral ian coaches  to  introduce a 
hig h proport ion of  aerobic  distance training. 
His  work  with  “ Yatesy’s  scul lers”  in  the  1980’s 
p ro d uced many winners,  not  only  in  s ingle 
sc ul ls  but  v i rtual ly  a l l  other  boat  types.  Da-
vid  was  a  N at io nal  Selector  for  over  20  years .

Bea is  an outstanding masters  rowe r  who, 
as  wel l  as  her  award from Rowing Vi cto r i a , 
has  won the MUBC club Best  Femal e  Mas -
ter ’s  Award for  se veral  years  now.

D avid Yates Bea Klein-van Mullekon

Governor’s  Award Victorian Female Athlete of  the Year 
K itty  McEwan Award -  Lucy Stephan,  Rowing

In  Ma rch 2018,  Luc y  started her  domest ic  season by  winning the Queen’s  Cup Wome n’s  In-
terstate  E ights  race  at  the  Austral ian Rowing Championships  in  Sydne y.  On the 2 0 1 8  In-
tern at ional  stage,  Luc y  won a  gold  medal  as  part  of  the  Austral ian Rowing Team fo r 
the  W omen’s  Coxless  Four  in  Austr ia .  At  the  World  Rowing Championships  in  Bul gar-
ia ,  Luc y  raced again  in  the  Women’s  Coxless  Four  and won a  s i lver  medal  behind the  USA.
Luc y is  now part  of  the  Austral ian el i te  tra ining centre  at  Penrith  and is  head i ng 
of f  in  the  green and gold  to  the  World  Cups pr ior  to  the  World  Champio nshi p s.

20 1 8  H ancock Prospecting Rower of  the Year  awards
To en d  a  stro ng 2018 season for  MUBC,  Josh Booth was awarded the Gina Reinhart  Leadersh i p  Award 
at  t he  Hanco ck Prospect ing Rower  of  the  Year  awards.  Luc y  Stephan’s  four  was  awarded the  2 0 1 8 
Fe m a le  Cre w of  the  Year.  Further,  Kim Brennan was honoured for  her  outstanding perfo rmance 
over  t hree Olym pic  c ycles  as  she announced her  ret i rement  f rom rowing,  and the Bei j i ng  Me n’s 
Four  -  including MUBC members  Cameron McKenzie -McHarg and James Marburg,  as  we l l  as  c ur-
ren t  M UBC H igh Performance coach Matt  Ryan -  were  honoured for  their  s i lver  medal  perfo rmance .
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M U BC Members  Honoured

Richard La rki n s  AC

R ic hard Larkins  Awarded Companion of  the Order  of  Aust ral ia

N o  d o u bt  his  interest  in  support ing the f i rst  three of  V ictor ia’s  univers i t ies  came as  a  re sul t 
o f  h is  v icto r y  in  the  3  seat  of  the  Melbourne Univers ity  Extras  cre w which defeated  Mo nash 
to  w in  the f i rst  race  for  the  Cl ive  Disher  Cup in  1965 (see  pg 179 of  Wel l  Rowed Uni ve rs i ty) .
The Extras  cre w also  won the Open Eights  up at  Mi ldura  and Wentworth Regattas  t hat  year.
This  fo l lowed o n from his  v ictor y  in  the  Tr inity  Col lege cre w in  the  1964 Intercol legiate  F irst  E i ghts . 
R ic ha rd is  a lso  an excel lent  gol fer  and was President  of  Royal  Melbourne Golf  Club from 20 0 2 -2 0 0 5 .
A n d ,  unbel ie vably,  st i l l  f i ts  in  annual  Head of  the  Yarra  appearances  as  wel l  as  taking a  ve r y  act i ve 
pa rt  in  Masters  internat ional  racing most  recently  in  the  memorable  12k races  in  Germany i n  2 0 1 7 .

One of  MUBC’s  most  esteemed and act ive  I  Di v i -
s ion Masters  oarsmen,  Richard Larkins  was  award e d 
a  Companion of  the  Order  of  Austral ia  in  the  Aus -
tral ia  Day Honours  Awards.  Richard was an exce p -
t ional  student ,  being Dux of  Melbourne G rammar 
in  1960 before  then graduating MBBS from the  U ni -
vers i ty  of  Melbourne in  1966 as  the  top stud e nt .

He was Dean of  Medicine,  Dentistr y  and Heal th  Sc i -
ences  at  Melbourne Univers ity  f rom 19 9 8 -2 0 0 3 , 
then was Vice -Chancel lor  of  Monash U ni ve rs i ty 
f rom 2003-2009 and up unt i l  recently  wa s  Chan-
cel lor  of  La  Trobe Univers ity.  He was award e d  hi s 
AC for  ‘eminent  ser vice  to  medicine and  me d i -
cal  research,  to  educat ion through academi c  l ead -
ership,  to  publ ic  health  and to  the  communi ty’.  

A personal thank you

A s some m ay or  may not  know,  I  had been a  member  of  the  Women’s  Nat ional  Train-
ing Centre  in  Penrith  for  two years  f rom 2016.  After  a  mixed bag of  results  interna-
t io nal ly  across  a l l  l ightweight  boats,  my scholarship  to  the  NTC was discontinued i n 
O ctober  2018.  After  returning to  Melbourne training domest ical ly  at  the  c lub,  I  have 
recently  been selected in  the  double  to  race  internat ional ly  at  the  world  cups  thi s 
year.  This  return to  the  Austral ian rowing team in  no way would have been possibl e 
witho ut  the  over whelming support  I  received upon returning to  MUBC late  last  year. 

I  fe l t  fu l ly  and completely  backed by  my coaches  and peers  and was provid-
e d with  the environment ,  expert ise  and encouragement  that  I  needed to  suc-
ceed.  I  feel  completely  indebted to  the  support  I  received.  In  part icular,  I  woul d 
l ike  to  thank coaches,  Matt  Ryan and David  England,  mentor  and boat  pro -
vider  Al ice  McNamara and ke y  squad legends Kat ie  Michelmore,  Ben Coombs, 
Geo rgina Howe,  El ise  Franet ic ,  Karsten Forster l ing  and Charlotte  Wirtz .

I  wi l l  a lways  have ver y  fond memories  of  our  season,  and hope to  do you and the wide r 
MUBC community proud as I  embark on international  racing and Olympic Qualif ication. 

Alice Arch – MUBC club member and current bow 
seat of AUS LW Double 



Gold in  the Open  Men’s  Ei ght.  Crew :  To m  Hoope r,  Jono Hookway,  L achlan Golle r,  Jame s Heath,  Ed 
Walmsley,  Al ick Rose,  Fergus El l i s,  Ben  Co ombs (U TS),  He nr y Youl  (Tamar).

2019 Victorian State Ch a m p i o n shi ps


